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. EXTENSIQN OF REMARKS
Rt
HVO_N. ALVIN E. O’KONSKI

© OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, June 21, 1950

,,Mr. Speaker under
) ny remarks in the Ri
include the following:
lersas the undersi%ned donstitute all
the members of Jthe ecemper ;@ 1ods,
.. special Pederal grand jury of the Dlsﬁnc
,L};hrt of the United States for the Southern
District of New
into esploriage afid subversive activities; and
s ‘thig ed'ﬁl;ai grand jury has heard

"morha

' PEN DIX

ek, impaneled fo Inquiré('

_i:conspirac;y Agali st %he securiﬁ“y'af “the’ ”N"“-
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nal security bill whxch ernbodies satlsfac-
tory provisions—has already beenl passed by :
. the se of Representatives and Is now in .
Senate committee It should be speedily °
broug'fxt to passage and made the law of the
land.
8. The grand jury, in the same present-
ment, stated: “Having seen at first hand the
difficulties in arriving at the truth concern-
Ing espionage violations, when witnesses have
been alerted by publicized charges and coun-
tercharges, the grand jury recommends that
all Investigating bodies conduct their in-
%m'ies into espionage In secret.” It repeats
at recommendation. 'The Tatier does not
“Tmply that whenl such investigations are

* ~&8Smipleted secrecy should thereafter prevail.

- It does imply that the half-public, half-secret

operation of any investigatory agency is both
- eonfusing and harmful; and that no perma-
- ment good can be served unless a conclusive
-report is presented to the American people

which will be convineing in its thoroughoness

and its honesty. ’
-4, .The grand jury system was anciently
established as the representative of the peo-
~ple, to insure law and order and to protect

Pt

tion; and, N
L sithis testimony and eyidende have

the people against injustice, maladministra-
- tion, and Iawlessness, The grand jury is
vested with the broadest and most unlimited

pecial Federal grand jury %o cer-
siong " 1E° déems proper and i

-..powers, and has no legal responsibility for its

decislons, unless corruptly made, to any pub-

"0 b6 PrOUGHE 0 The attentlon of the

lic officer or to any brdnch of the Govern-

ment. It not only can but it must conduct

Tégislative, "and Judiclal depart-
ted Btat

_States Government for
S may be necessar

safety of ths Nation and its in-
“1s belng jeopirdized because:

|88 may or appro-
the under’gi nea “members of %'51

e‘underground actlvitles of Com-
ls gountry, organized in 4 coi-

consplracy and using eifective tech-

P

n
mques E'Eo extend their Infiience beyond their
i y reatly increased during the last
§ years, and ecause
b) The Nation, confronted with an en-
ﬁ; dew Situation in its history—a situa-
o1 40, which for the first fime the loyalty of
of 'its own cltize Tias been diverted
tgrefgn ideology—has ot as yet devlsed
adgguate means to combe 37 thls menace, and
hecalise ’
{¢) There has been and 1s now a concerted

attempt on the ?é.'rt of many, both Com-
m@&m and disloyal Americans alded by
“tellow. travelers,” to conceal the truth from
the Amerigan people.

This convictiorx was arrived at by the
grand jury after an exper_lence in" which it
eame facé to face With the evil that Is com-
munism. Its substltution of the false for
the true g bhe standard of judgment has in-
trodugi% into human affairs’a new attack on
m% tegrity.

. e American people cannot afford to
tolerate evil of this character, particularly in
their Government, nor, on the other hand,
cen they deny their fellow citiZens those clvil
rights guaranteed by the Constitution. But
apdng such ¢ivil rights 1s not the right to
be employed by the Governinent and the
people are ‘¢orrect in demanding that all en~
trustgd, with tle welfare and safety of the
seotintry be above suspiciof,

2. Tbi§ grand jufy In a presentment sub-
anitiéd on April 26, 1949, warned the Amer-
loan peopie agalnst the prevelance and in-
~Erefst of ésplonage actlvities. It specifically

~stated  that  existing laws applicable to
espinage are ““inadequate and unrealistic.”
It stated that these laws were loosely drawn,
The grand Jury now repeats that such laws
#re " fiddled Wwith “loopholes. Previously it
recdniffiended that new legislation or the
maéndment of existing legislation be enacted
’promptly The grand jury now repeats that
reodmtiendation. Such legislation—the In-

inquiry into violations of the Federal laws
-on 1ts own initiative and, acting alone, it has
the power of subpena. Where it knows evi-
.dence exists which has not been presented
to it, its duty is to order such evidence pro-
duced.

..._The very existence of this grand-jury sys-
tem 1s & bulwark of independence. The
...grand jury’s purpose is at once to ferret out
..~the guilty and to protect the innocent
whether the former is shielded by powerful
inflyences or the latter 1s unjustly accused.

This grand jury has been surprised at the
prevalent lgnorance of its functions, an
lgnorance that apparently extends into areas
where the grand jury’s cooperation should
bhe sought. The individual citizen himself
in or out of the Government not only has
the right but the obligation, when he has
evidence of the law’s violatlon, to present
this evidence to a grand jury,

By law, this grand jury expires on June 15,
1950, after serving its maximum legal term
of 18 moriths. It belleves this time limita-
tion 1s wisely established for no group should
be longer entrusted with such powers. But
the experlence and insight which it has ac-
quired have been valuable adjuncts in its
deliberations and in the establishment of a
record available to any slccessor rand jury.
From such experience, this grand f iy 1s con-
vinced that a similar body sﬁoﬁld’ promptly
be impaneled so that it can 1mme3ﬂ"ae’ly equip
1tself with the necessary knowledge to assay
all evidence of esplonage and siibvérgive ac-
tivities presented to it.

This grand Jjury, therefore, strongly rec-
ommends the impaneling of a new grand
jury in the Southern District of New York
‘to carry on both the work which now re-
" mains uncompleted and that which will arise
In the future.

5. In its 18 months, this grand fury has
had an intimate insight into the operation
of the Fedéral Bureau of Investigation and
has come to have the highest regard for,
the efficiency, the thoroughness and the hon-
esty with which its affalrs are ‘coniducted
under J. Edgar Hoover. In the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, the Natlon has one’
of its most potent agencles to protect its:
securlty. 'The presen % Congress should be
commended for its recent action in strength-
ening the hand of Mr. Hoover in this vital
work,
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8. The grand jury is not convinced that the
~ loyalty boards established by the Govern-

ment. 4 iifffcient protection against the

infiltrati

“of Cemtmunists or of the Com-
munist-lnspired into governméntal depart-
ments. . ' ) e
1t is further convinced that the securlty of
the country 1s not adequately protected 1if
- & loyalty board limits its inquiry involving
governmental employees to a determination
he individual's loyelty. Cornellus Van-
_derpil hitney, on his retirement as Sec-
retary of Commerce, called public attention
40 this inadequacy and stated that, since all
governmental departments “today deal with
secret information,” each and all their
-employees should be good securlty risks, and
TL i ¢ screened by standards that
ifiy they keéép and stabil-

"

o)
“The grand Jufy endorses Mr., Whitney's
q recommends that Congress

‘not only violated the decorum of
pracedire but have furthered the
st “objective of establishing an-
by undermining respect for the courfs,

g=frial and trial hearings of espi-

“"glich attornéys under existing
n in a position to force on the
the dilemma 6f cholce between
ding or proceéding at the expense
ing information Injurious to na-
rity. ‘This choice 1s particularly

thorities ] ifipetent and exhaustive
10y be made by legal experts to determine
is situatio 5t at least be mitigated.
e grand jury 5 been shocked at the
kK of cooperation shown by certaln law-
15 who have appeatréd before it as wit-
who refused to answer questions on
fid "of self-inciimifiation, and who
d theixj obli_gation' as ‘cltizens -to
ends of justice. If such s posi-
by any goveriiriiental employee,
¢ ould be, ipSo facto, dismissed,
WY officers” of thé coutt.” e
[i=The grand jury, repeating Its recom-
mendation of April 1949, urges the judiciary
- associations to teke measures to dis-
ers who refuse to answer questions
( ds of self-incrimination before judi-
¢lal dies, grand juries or governmental
© poards of inguiry, © .

.+ < 9. The grand jury, acting on its own auth-
‘ority, Instituted an investigation into the
Amerasia case. In the time legally avallable
to 1t, it has not been able to conduct as
r,exhaustlve‘an inquiry as it would desire.
It_has examined a number of witnesses, al-
.ways with counsel of the Department of
Justice present. -

The grand jury, sworn to secrecy, Ay
speak to the American public either through
an indictment or a presentment and hence
now advances the following conclusions:

(a) The Office of Strategic Service, which
precipitated the Amerlasia case, acted in a
respohsible manner.

. (b) The officials immediately concerned

petween that time and the arrests of the

six accused, acted in a responsible manner.

-'The Federal Bureau of Investigation properly

performed Its duty, a dubty which was not

- only conditioned on bringing criminals to

< "'Justice, but on the equally important con-

S . &ldérations of thwarting further crime and
~ '~ protecting national security. :

. {cy The grand jury has found no evidence

‘that any offical acted improperly in regard

to the delay in the ariests. -
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Justlce whs TEM s prosecution of the
case. If laws governing esplonage had been ;
different, the grand jury belleves that the :
prosecution procedure would have been en-
tirely different. Other telling factors in-
volved certain legal procedures which, if fol-
lowed, might have revealed to the enemy in-
formation that it was essential ghould be
withheld. The determination of many of the
legal issues involved, in particular the ad-
missibility of evidence, would require a long
and intensive study.

(e) The number of Government docu-
ments selzed is not important, save & &
demonstration that precautions against their
theft from governmental departments were
entlrely inadequate. It is important, how-
ever, that a certain number of these docu-
ments pertained to national defense and that
others of a different nature, in the hands of
the enemy, would have aided it.

(f) The grand jury believes that the Amer~
ican people have been poorly served by the
compounding of confusion through disclo-
sures of half-truths, contradictory state-
ments, and so forth, In this and similar cases.

(g) The grand jury believes that, at this
juncture, it would be salutary If the De-
partment of Justice would issue a public
statement of the detalls of its handling of
the case beginning with the time of the ar-
rests, Including a complete list and descrip-
tion of all documents or papers found in the
office of Amerasia by any Government agent
or in the possession of those arrested; and
the reasons for the various steps taken by the
prosecution.

10. As Special Assistant to the Attorney
General of the United States, Thomas J.
Donegan has served thils grand jury, as he
did its predecessor, from the day of its tm-
paneling to that of its discharge. It has
always beén eognizant of his high purpose,
his unquestioned probity, his unremitting
zeal, and his devotion to duty. His knowl-
edge of communism and the laws relating to
the prosecution of espionage and subversion
is expert. The 'country owes him a debt of
gratitude.

11. Now, therefore, the grand jury respect-
fully petitions the court .to accept this pre-
sentment and order it filed, authorizing the

_ foreman and the secretary of the grand jury

to send coples of it to the Members of Con~
gress and to the proper officers of the execu-~

_tive department of the Government, and to

permit such other use as may

made of this document,
Dated, New York, N. Y., June 15, 1950.

John Gilland Brunini, Foreman; John

G. Kilbreth, Assistant Foreman,

Hugh V. Doran, Secretary; Robert L.

Barrows; Joseph P. Christianson;

Mrs. Evelyn Zorn Dingwall; James

Sumner Draper; Raymond C. Fowler,

Robert Frese; G. Leonard Gold;

Henry E. Grant; Harold C. Hahn;

Richard Brown Jones; Murray Kan-

ner; Francis KXeally; Samuel B.

Leight; Sidney Leshen; Herman E.

Nathan; Bernhard K. Schaefer;

Harry Scherman; John Schretber;

Stegfried Stern; Wheeler Willlams.

properly be
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